The SdLhc(AT & voHE,

o,

% lG (7.0

'f'Don ¢ cut Adirondack Park Agency funds

‘This is in reSponse to Wllham

f‘:‘r.than expected e TNk

‘can tell you that others -- mcludmg
. the National Audubon Socxety —are

- appalled. How the governor and Leg-

. islature canagree to cut the budget ofl_»,_};_ now the governor and Leglslature are

9 percent — by some $250,000 — is ?snatchmg away its very bones! -

~ almost unbelievable in this year of
~ celebration and mutual congratula-
- tion over the 100th anpwersary of the' \

~ the tiny Adlrondack Park Agency by

. 'Adlrondack Park

‘The Adnrondack Park Agency 1s’

g’,:.{'the thin green line that protects the
~ Adirondacks from rampant, destruc-
. tive development, It consists of about

- 50 staff whose job is to regulate de- =

- velopment projects in an area the
- size of Massachusetts. That’s one-

| fifth of New York state — embodymg '

the largest Amemcan park outside

- Hammond’s April 2 “Environmental- :}"‘Alaska
. ists relieved budget cuts were less'
S o STy j__';;;goa yeﬁt been given tthe Sttl?fi and

budget commensurate with its re-

‘Maybe some were reheved b“t I'";'i,;'.‘%s.ponsxbnhtles It cannot currently ad-
ig;‘;;mmlster and enforce its complex law
- with its existing minuscule ‘staff —

_ though it tries valiantly to do so. And

The Adxfohdack Park Agency has

“There is nothing to be relieved
about in the traglcally shortsighted

“ budget cuts in ohe of the nation’s
~ most important environmental-pro-
- . tection programs. The APA needs to

Dbe strengthened, not weakened, if we
--are to have a park worth the name
4100 years from now.

RICHARD BEAMISH
Lake Clear.
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 The writer is a ‘Natzonal Audu-
bon Society field representative.
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