T hanks for debunkmg park development myt

Congratulations to Gazette re-
porter Bill Hammond for courage

~ and sheer brains! For the last three
years, reporters have churned out
billions of words to describe thecom~ i

plex debate over the future of the

Adirondack- Park. But the most im-
I'Ed in the
Gazette May 17: “19803 saw unexa;-_;—f"‘
pected slowdown_ in Adu'ondack Park'f“

portant story of all ap

development.” ,.
That’s right: slowdown

‘““development crisis.” Analyzing

found that the pace of housmg con-

. F

.struction i in the Adxrondack Park ac- '

tually slowed dramatically in the -
1980s — amounting to half of what it
was in the previous decade. The story

:reported ‘that the slowdown in devel-: .
_-opment came as‘a’
ronmentalists and state officials. = -
-1t is no surprise, however, to per- "”"’l*ho ‘Gov. Cuomo will re-evaluate his

fnmanent residents and local govem-f i '1eglslatmn further l‘EStl'lCth private

surprise o' emn«

' ‘ment ofﬁcials ‘who for three 'years 1and use to be
~ have tried to'show the media and 209 USe fohesure that it is based ou
" state legislators that the “develop: “’hard, objective data not fears aﬂd

- Hammond broke the story that de--____},-ment crisxs” was, a 19803 style
bunked the notion that the Adlron-eres.’s
dacks are in the midst of a raging -
_. *slow

newly released U.S. Census data, he

fraud

did the pace of home bulldmg
own?, 4 0l

- The Adlrondack Park Agency was

_..‘;working The agency applied its
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~cent — hardly an “explosion” for
area as large as Massachusetts

stnct land-ue.e rules and slowed dg-
velopment to a very modest pace!
Housm ‘utiits ‘increased by only 1§
percent and population only 5
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In hght of this new mformation wq

prOpaganda
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The wnter is preszdent of N eﬂb |
’York Blue Line Couneil.” * .~
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